Facts about crime victim compensation . . . 

Crime victim compensation can help victims of violence pay for the costs of their recovery. Medical care, counseling, lost wages and support, funeral bills, and a host of miscellaneous expenses can be covered by these state programs. Victim compensation can be good news for victims who need financial assistance in the aftermath of crime.

Victims and those who provide services to victims may check our Program Directory to learn more about the program in the state where the crime occurred. Victims should contact the state program directly (or the county programs in Arizona, and the district programs in Colorado) to seek financial assistance. Many victim-witness programs in prosecutors' offices and police departments, as well as victim assistance programs like domestic violence shelters and rape crisis programs, also can provide information and assistance in filing claims.

· Victims of violent crime and their families received benefits totaling $478 million in federal fiscal year 2009. This was an increase from the $461 million paid in 2008 (and the $426 million paid in 2005, the $444 million in 2006, and the $453 million paid in 2007).

· Programs paid $32 million for forensic sexual assault exams, continuing a dramatic increase for this cost.  More than half of the state compensation programs now function as the sole or primary payment source for forensic examinations for sexual assault exams in their states.
· Assault claims comprised half the caseload.   Forty percent of those claims were paid to victims of domestic violence. 
· Victims of child abuse comprised about 20% of the recipients of crime victim compensation. 

· Domestic violence victims were 25% of all adult victims compensated.

· About 16% of claims paid were from sexual assault victims.

· About 10% of all claims benefit families in homicides.

· Medical expenses were 54% of all payments; economic support for lost wages for injured victims, and for lost support in homicides, comprised 15% of the total; 11% of total payments went for funeral bills; and 9% went toward mental health counseling for crime victims.

